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Digital social networks provide the opportunity for users to participate creatively and actively in the 
production of content. But, on these sites, the collection of users’ data is achieved through the 
mechanisms of institutional surveillance. The Facebook platform is one of such sites, and it has been 
known to put the privacy of its users at risk. On the matter of the practices of institutional and 
interpersonal surveillance, several analysts argue that Facebook represents an emblematic figure of the 
society of control. However, there is also a need to acknowledge the presence of a privacy paradox: 
users engage in self-disclosure practices even while being aware of the risks. It is not unusual to 
observe in the News Feed pictures that depict individuals in states of semi-nudity and involved in 
compromising situations. This dissemination of intimate details of users reveals their extimacy and 
underlines the transformation of users’ relationship to privacy within the paradoxical context of the 
platform. 

Scholars such as Lewis and al. (2008) argue that social influence is responsible for the mimesis in 
privacy practices among students on Facebook. Moreover, Boyd and Hargittai (2010) showed that the 
privacy practices of students changed over time, within a period where the site has experienced various 
architectural shifts.  The frequency of use and the media literacy of users were factors that influenced 
the activation and the changes made in privacy settings on Facebook. While these factors are mobilized 
to explain the privacy paradox, they do not enable us to understand the collective engagement of users 
in self-disclosure practices.  By drawing from these findings, I posit that there is a transformation of 
users’ social representations of privacy through the appropriation process on Facebook. 

During this presentation, I will discuss the ways in which the users’ relationships to privacy are being 
transformed on Facebook. I argue that these processes should be studied through a lens of social 
representations of privacy, in light of similar patterns of privacy practices that have been articulated 
lately. There is also a dialectical relationship that exists between the expansion of surveillance that is 
being observed on the site and the extimacy of users.  In that sense, we are to wonder: are we in the 
presence of the practice of soft surveillance, which is responsible for producing docile bodies as Lyon 
(2006) said and would therefore serve to form a less critical vision of surveillance? How far does this 
transformation express the individual’s intention to play with the gaze of surveillance? In an era of 
cyber-surveillance expansion, it is therefore relevant to examine both the influence of institutional 
surveillance and the interpersonal surveillance in the transformation of users’ social representations of 
privacy. Facebook induces a specific conception of privacy through its architecture, and proceeds to a 
normalization of interpersonal surveillance, which thereby confers social relations a central role in the 
appropriation of shared representations of privacy by users.
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